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with few political results; however, he reached the sea at Salobrena
(Granada), in 1126 he gained a great battle at Arinsol near Lucena (to
the south of the region of Cordova), and he brought back with him
14,000 Mozarabs with whom to people the conquered territory south of
the Ebro. Shortly after, he transferred his military effort to the east of
his kingdom with the object of conquering the Ebro up to its mouth and
securing certain important cities to the north, of the river which were not
yet in his possession. In 1133 he took Mequinenza and its strong castle
(to the south of the district of Lerida), and then moved a little north-
ward to besiege Fraga. The troops which held the place having been
reinforced by contingents sent from Cordova, the Aragonese were defeated
(July 1134). Alfonso raised the siege and turned to attack the castle of
Lizana (Lerida). Here death overtook him on 7 September 1134.

Almost exactly contemporaneous with Alfonso I of Aragon was
Raymond-Berengar III, Count of Barcelona, son-in-law of the Cid, and,
like him, a bold and fortunate warrior. He too contributed greatly to
the work of reconquest and to the enfeeblement of Muslim power. His
personal gifts as a conqueror were assisted by the enormous increase in
his dominions in Catalonia and the south of France, due to his family
relationships with other independent counts, and to his second marriage
with Douce of Provence. As a result, by 1123, of all the former Catalan
counties there remained none free of the sovereignty of Barcelona, except
those of Urgel and Peralada, for that of Ampuria had recognised its
vassalage. And, beyond the Pyrenees, the county of Provence had just
been joined to the State of Barcelona (1112).

But peaceful gains were not enough for Raymond-Berengar III. In
1106 he wrested the town of Balaguer and its castles from the Muslims.
In 1115, in alliance with the republic of Pisa, he made a military expedition
to the islands of Majorca and Iviza, by which he gained the vassalage of
the Arab governor, and a Balearic poem was composed in praise of his
exploits; a little later he invaded the territory of Lerida and Tortosa,
where certain dominions were still in the hands of the Muslims, and even
entered part of Valencia, but here he did not succeed in making permanent
conquests,

TTie Almor&videsdid not fail to retaliate, and once even penetrated to the
suburbs of Barcelona, but they were defeated in 1114 and 1115. At the
death of Raymond-Berengar III, the county of Barcelona was a very
strong State by land and by sea, which entertained diplomatic and com-
mercial relations with Italy, and played a part in the politics of Southern
France and the Mediterranean. His son, and successor in the Spanish
part of his possessions, Raymond-Berengar IV, some years later married
Petronilla, Queen of Aragon, as has already been said. This event brought
him into contact with Alfonso VII of Castile, who was just resuming the
struggle with the Muslims of Andalusia and Estremadura.
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